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Minister accused of approving

illegal sal

Blamed. Ms Joy Kabasti is accused
of authorising the sale of cattle
despite her senior blocking the move,
citing theft.

BY YASIIN MUGERWA
& THEMBO KAHUNGU
editorial@ug nationmadia com

KAMPALA. The Minister of State
for Agriculture, Ms Joy Kabatsi, and
other officials have been accused
of authorising illegal sale of cattle,
including from two government
ranches of Ruhengyere and Nshaara
in western Uganda.

Ms Kabatsi is in charge of the Ani-
mal Husbandry docket.

Senior officials at the Entebbe-
based National Animal Genetics Re-
sources Centre & Data Bank (NAGRC
& DB), including the executive di-
rector, Dr Charles Lagu, and board
chairman, Johnson Nkuhe, have been
named in the alleged theft of cattle,
including three imported South Afri-
can exotic bulls from the two govern-
ment ranches.

They have been ordered to step
asilie to allow smooth investigations
by police a=d the Inspector General
of Government.

_Agriculture minister Vincent Ssem-
pljja alleges that the officials con-
nived to illegally sell off the livestock
on the two ranches, but his junior,
Ms Kabatsi and the implicated offi-
cials at NAGRC & DB said the alleged
stolen animals were actually sold be-
cause they had been declared “culls”
and therefore “no longer wanted” on
the ranches,

The Agriculture Permanent Sec-
retary, Mr Pius Wakabi Kasaija, told
Daily Monitor yesterday that they

have since written to NAGRC & DB
board chairman to institute investi-
gations into the allegations.

“We have also received a copy of
a letter from the Inspector General
of Government to the executive di-
rector-NAGRC & DB initiating inves-
tigations into the same allegations.
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Visit. Ms Joy Kabatsi (with stick) and some MPs at Ruhengyere government ranch last year. PHOTOBY RAJAB MUKCMEOZI

1 am therefore constrained to com-
ment under the circumstances,” Mr
Wakabi said yesterday.

Dr Nkuhe admitted they sold the
cattle, but denied any wrongdoing.

“We sold according to authority
and the money totaling Shs616m was
deposited on the Consolidated Fund
account. The board meeting in De-
cember last year authorised the sale.
We did not sell any of the bulls. They
[animals] are in Entebbe where they
are supposed to be. The sale of the
cattle and goats was clearly adver-
tised,” he said.

On April 20, Mr Ssempijja had
blocked the sale which he called
“theft of government cattle” and
instructed Dr Lagu and Dr Nkuhe to
step aside to allow investigations.

However, Ms Kabatsi on April 26
chaired a board meeting which re-
jected his directives and authorised
the sale of the animals.

When contacted for a comment,
Ms Kabatsi denied any wrongdoing.

“I know the selling of the animals
was advertised towards the end of
December. The adverts were put on
radio stations in those areas (where

theranches are). The executive direc-
tor was not around when the board
decision was taken because he was
in China with the minister (Ssempi-
jja). I chaired the board (on April 26)
because the chairman was under in-
terdiction and after we found that the
procedure was okay. I communicated
the minutes to the minister and also
discussed with him on phone,” Ms
Kabatsi said.

Minister raises alarm ’

On April 23, Mr Ssempijja hac_l writ-
ten to Dr Nkuhe, saying initial inves-
tigations had confirmed an illegal
sale of more than 900 cows. \

He said the animals were being
sold without the board approval and
contrary to Public Procurement apd
Disposal of Public Assets Authority
(PPDA) regulations.

“I have been reliably informed
that on Sunday April 22, 2018, after
we had that investigative meeting;
police arrested [impounded] two
lorries ferrying cows illegally from
Ruhengyere Ranch. This is total dis-
respect and insubordination of au-
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He said both Dr Lagu and Dr Nkuhe
“were both alleged to have been in-
volved in illegal sale of animals”.

“This is very disturbing informa-
tion and if found to be true, it is il-
legal and tantamount to theft of
government property... Thorough
investigations should be conducted
and culprits be brought to book,”
Mr Ssempijja stated and ordered de-
ployment of police to guard all gov-
ernment ranches.

“During this period, no cows
should be brought in or taken out of
the ranches,” he said and instructed
police toinvestigate the alleged theft
of the livestock.

However, Dr Lagu denied the alle-
gations yesterday.

“The allegations against me are
unfounded. I agree the minister met
me and asked about the claims that
animals were soldillegally. The board
chairman was not in that meeting. It
is also a lie that I connived with the
State Minister to sell the animals.
These animals were already culls and
the board decided that they be sold
and a disposal plan was made which
was followed regularly,” he said.

KABATSI'S INVOLVEMENT
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